Activities for Week 3


Activity 3.1: Disproportionality and Disparate Outcome
Part 1: Read the information that follows about disproportionality in the child welfare system. Then read the information the facilitator provided about disproportionality in your local area.

Disproportionality in the Child Welfare System
Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 3.1 (Parts 2 & 3): Disproportionality and Disparate Outcome, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 2: In an online discussion, post your thoughts about how stereotyping or bias may result in disproportionality in the child welfare system.

· Do you have any questions from the online resources you’ve read? Why do you think disproportionality exists in the child welfare system? What factors might contribute to it?

· What are some other systems that impact the lives of the children and families you will work with as a CASA/GAL volunteer? What are some examples of disproportionality in those systems?

· What is one thing you can do to become aware of unconscious racial bias in your role as a CASA/GAL volunteer?

Part 3: Respond to at least two of your classmates by asking a question or making a comment about what they have posted.
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Activity 3.2: Putting a Face on Domestic Violence
Part 1: View the following video called "Why We Stayed."
Why We Stayed
View the following video called "First Impressions: Exposure to Violence and a Childs Developing Brain"
First Impressions: Exposure to Violence and a Childs Developing Brain
Part 2: Read the following information.

Domestic Violence and the CASA volunteer work
Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 3.2 (Part 3): Putting a Face on Domestic Violence, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 3: Respond to the following questions:

· What was going through your mind as you listened to the women’s stories?

· What new information did you learn from viewing this video? 

· How do you think hearing the stories  and reading the information about domestic violence might influence your volunteer advocacy?
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Activity 3.3: Understanding Substance Abuse
Part 1: Think of friends, family members or colleagues who currently or in the past may have abused one or more substances. As you think of these people, write two lists:

· What are their strengths? Why do you like them?

· How does/did their substance abuse impact their lives?

This is a personal reflection for participants, and does not need to be turned in. Participants may wish to share some observations during the In-Person session.

Part 2: Read the information below about substance abuse. The facilitator will also provide information about the most commonly abused drugs in your community.

Substance Abuse - The Problem
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Activity 3.4: What Challenges You?
Part 1:  Consider the following effects of substance abuse as you watch the video below. 
It is important to remember that when a parent is involved with drugs or alcohol to a degree that interferes with the ability to parent effectively, a child may suffer in many ways:

· A parent may be emotionally and physically unavailable to the child.

· A parent’s mental functioning, judgment, inhibitions and/or protective capacity may be seriously impaired by alcohol or drug use, placing the child at increased risk of all forms of abuse and neglect, including sexual abuse.

· A substance-abusing parent may “disappear” for hours or days, leaving the child alone or with someone unable to meet the child’s basic needs.

· A parent may also spend the family’s income on alcohol and/or other drugs, depriving the child of adequate food, clothing, housing and healthcare.

· The resulting lack of resources often leads to unstable housing, which results in frequent school changes, loss of friends and belongings and an inability to maintain important support systems (religious communities, sports teams, neighbors).

· A child’s health and safety may be seriously jeopardized by criminal activity associated with the use, manufacture and distribution of illicit drugs in the home.

· Eventually, a parent’s substance abuse may lead to criminal behavior and periods of incarceration, depriving the child of parental care.

· Exposure to parental abuse of alcohol and other drugs, along with a lack of stability and appropriate role models, may contribute to the child’s future substance abuse.

· Prenatal exposure to alcohol or other drugs may impact a child’s development.

Part 2: As you watch the clip of the news story, “Saving Kids ... Children of Addicts,” think about advocating for a similar family as a CASA/GAL volunteer. 
Saving Kids...Children of Addicts
Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 3.4 (Part 3): What Challenges You? You can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 3: After watching the clip, participate with your classmates in the online discussion. Share the challenges of advocating for a family with parental substance abuse. Reply to your classmates.
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Activity 3.5: Working with Families
Part 1: Read “Shannon's Story” and consider key factors in deciding recommendations for reunification or termination of parental rights.

Shannon's Story
Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 3.5 (Parts 2 & 3): Working with Families, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 2: In the online forum, make one argument for terminating Caterina’s parental rights so Shannon can be adopted, and make one argument for giving Caterina more time to show she can parent Shannon. Finally, review the information included in the reading about what you, as a CASA/GAL volunteer, can do to provide the best possible advocacy for a child. Share your thoughts on these options.

Part 3: Respond to at least two of your classmates by asking a question or making a comment about what they have posted. Be sure to review the checklist the follows Shannon’s Story for questions to consider in the decision whether or not to terminate a parent’s rights.
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Activity 3.6 - Preview Shane’s Story 

******If you open the Child Trauma information in the Moodle - Do Not Close this window after you open it – hit the back button. Closing it closes the Moodle*****
Read about Child Trauma  and then watch “Shane’s Story” video. The story will be discussed in the in-person session.
Shane's Story
What traumas does Shane experience? Write any notes you may have on the story and be prepared to discuss the story during the in-person session. 
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