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Statement

2020-21   
Board of Trustees

Our mission is to train and supervise

community volunteers, appointed by the

Family Court, to advocate for the best

interests of children who have been

removed from their homes due to abuse

and/or neglect. Our dedicated volunteers

strive to ensure the emotional, physical and

educational well-being of these children

while they reside in foster homes or

residential facilities. The ultimate goal of our

volunteers is to help establish a safe, stable

and permanent home for each child we

serve.
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William Bastedo, M.A., MAS
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Jill Duffy, Esq.

Laura Fitzgerald, Ph.D.

Tamika Francis, MSW
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Lisa Oros

Renee Paci

Ines Ramirez, JD

Maureen Tyler

Tara Rizzolo

Laura Wall, Executive Director




Marge Smith, Chairperson

Rachelle Bin

Veronica Coyle

Nicola Dolin

Kelly Fishbein

Betsy Lane

Denyse Leslie

Nancy Robins

Debbi Roldan

Karen Simpson

Andrea Stine

Roseann Vanella

Martha Wickenden

ELIZABETH HAMPTON, ESQ., CO-PRESIDENT
DAVID WITTENBURG, CO-PRESIDENT

GREG GRIMALDI, VICE PRESIDENT
DIGESH PATEL, TREASURER

JERRY DROPCHO, SECRETARY
DEENA L. BETZE
DAN HAUGHTON

TAMMY HERSH
DENYSE LESLIE

JANE MASSI
JASMINE LITTLE
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Dear Friends of CASA, 

Thanks to the steadfast support of our community, FY 2021 was an impactful time at CASA. It was a

year in which we served hundreds of children in foster care through the expert support of two

hundred and seventy two highly trained and deeply committed CASA Advocates. And seventy-three

of those children were adopted or permanently united with a parent or family member. That’s real

success!

All that CASA has achieved this year, and the life-changing impact we continue to have, is the result

of the work of hundreds of people – our volunteer Advocates, our partners in government at both the

County and State level, our corporate and foundation supporters, and the many, many individuals

whose donations of time, treasure and talent help ensure our mission remains strong.

If you'd like to learn about becoming an Advocate or how to get more involved in CASA's work, we'd

love to talk with you.  Our website has a lot of great information, and is a good place to begin.

Casamb.org.

Thank you for being part of this critically important work. We could not do it without you.

Laura Wall,

Executive Director

Sincerely,



How long have you worked with CASA? 

I have been with CASA for over 16 years, since the fall of 2005.

Interview With Lisa Oros
Senior Advocate Supervisor 
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What is your position with CASA?
Currently I am the Senior Advocate Supervisor in Mercer County.

This means that I support peer coaches and advocates, and I also

supervise the three other Mercer advocate supervisors, who provide

case management and support to our volunteers.

What changes have you seen in the Child Welfare System?
I have been working with the Child Welfare System since 2000 and have seen a myriad

of changes. When I started there were many, many more children in out-of-home

placement. Over the years the system has shifted to trying to help families before it

becomes necessary to remove children.

What is the most rewarding part of the position?
The most rewarding part of the position is having a part in making life better for kids who

have been through a lot. Everyone who does this work looks forward to children being

reunified or adopted, and those are great outcomes, but sometimes we also get children

glasses, tutoring, or the ability to participate in an extracurricular activity. Those

seemingly little things change their lives for the better too. I also enjoy working with the

advocates. I have met a diverse, interesting group of people from all kinds of

backgrounds. It is encouraging to see people give their time to work within a sometimes

frustrating legal system, all because they want to help a child.

Why did you decide to become a CASA Advocate?
I had worked for 5 years with an agency that provided support, training and scholarship assistance to

resource (foster) families and children in foster care. I was a trainer for most of that time and interacted

a lot with resource parents. I had heard of CASA and liked the idea of advocating for children in the

system. When a job opened up I applied and am very grateful to have the opportunity to work with

CASA.

Are there challenges?
There are always challenges when you are working with large governmental systems.  At CASA

though, we are supplementing that system, working to catch children before they fall through the 

cracks of large stressed systems.

What advice would you offer to someone considering becoming an Advocate?
If you truly want to be a CASA you can be a CASA. We have people come in worried because they're 

 not a social worker, or teacher, or nurse, but the desire to be a good CASA, and to give your time and

energy to the position, is much more important than your professional or academic background. And

we offer a lot of support along the way.



Andrew was born prematurely, and with fetal alcohol syndrome. He remained in the hospital for 6 weeks after

he was born and then was placed in foster care. That was when CASA stepped in.

Throughout his three years in foster care, Andrew’s Advocate worked tirelessly to ensure that he received the

interventions needed to overcome his developmental difficulties. By also partnering with his foster parents, the

Advocate provided support for the whole family which in turn allowed Andrew to thrive. 

In August 2021, Andrew was adopted by his foster family and continues to do well in his loving, permanent

home.

 

CASA is all about the children. Your support of this vital work has had a lasting impact on the lives of local

children in our community, like Andrew.  Thank you.
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CASA Story

Meet Andrew



Our Extraordinary Advocates FY 2021
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Jeanne Andersen
Debra Anderson
Chris Anhut
Debra Aniano
Christine Antonelli
Iclal Atay
Laticia Bailey 
Aneesh Bakshi
Christine Barranco
Madeline Bayliss 
Marlyn Bennett
Mary Berridge 
Janet Betz
Delores Beverly
Bindu Bhalla 
Marlise Bickel
Erika Boots
Debra Bracey
Angela Breland-Jackson
Susan Brennan
Robin Bryant
Kathleen Byers
Christina Byrne
Alexandria Calabro
Audrey Camel
Janet Caniglia
Jennifer Capozzola
Susan Carson
Lisa Casiano
Heather Casparro 
Lisa Cereste
Alex Chandler 
Roxanna Choe
Kyoko Coco
Sandra Cohen
Kari Comly
Kathleen Coppins
Veronica Coyle 
Kimberly Currie
Beth Curtiss
Giada Damen 
Kimberly Davidson
Elaine Davis
Eric Davis
Gina DeGrandis
Jo Ann Del Sardo
C. Lauren Delehey
Shanere Deloach

Jennifer Deming
Joann DeRosa-Sanderson
Lucianna DiMeglio
Diane DiMola
Jill Dondzila
Karen Donnelly
Peter Doyle
Debbie Drachman
Rebekah Duchette
Kelly Dun
Patricia Dunn-Jones
Amy Dwyer-Tierney
David Earling
Alice Eckel
Joanna Edgar
Joy Elliott 
Mark Ellis
Denise Falnes
Patricia Farrell
Carolyn Featherson
Lisa Ferguson
Brenda Fischer
Kayo Flamini 
Sarah Fletcher
Melanie Foster
Elizabeth Friedman
Martha Friedman
Joyce Gallagher
Stacey Gatlin
Wendy Girer
William Goodwin
Sherryl Gordon Hall 
Cheryl Gordon 
Miriam Greene-James
William Griffith
Yvonne Grinnell
Michele Groody
Sumit Gupta
Joanne Gusweiler
Kaleigh Haar
Ellen Hackman
Kimberly Hall 
Merodie Hancock
Ann Hannon
Adriana Hansen
Susan Hansen
Gloria Harrigan
Clifford Harrigan
Crystal Harris 
Julie Harris
Paula Hearle
Sophie Helmers
Victoria Hersh-Bruker
Carol Herts
Mary Hibbs

Shara Hofing
Keith Hofmann
Nina Hoover  
Flora Horvath
Chavonne Hurdle
Behroze Jaikaria
Linda Jeanes
Antoinette Jones
Shailaja Kasinadhuni
Lauren Kearns 
Debra Keeney
Phyllis Kepner
Donald Kernan 
Tracy King
Courtney Kinloch
Regina Kneib
Elaine Kokotajlo
Catherine Kolator
Mary Kowlessar
Carole Kraemer 
Jonathan Krejci
Susan LaPooh
Cynthia Lee
Sarah Legins
Erica Lehneis
Lois Levey
Judy Levy
Amanda Lewis
Chris Lewis
Maria Licciardello
Barbara Lightfoot
Denise Linskey
Eileen Lippman 
Miguel Lopez
Regina Lordan
Wendy Lotierzo
John Lutz
Anne Lyon
Sarah Macken
Lisa Mainor
Deborah Markinsky
Jenette McCourt
Mark McDevitt
James McGinn
Mary McMahon
Patricia Mikes
Vinessa Milando
Kelly Miller
Michelle Miller
Elaine Monticollo
Carole Moore
Denise Moorhouse
Stephanie Morrison
Thomas Morton

Karol Moss
Katherine Mullin
Reem Nasser
Terry O'Neil
Catherine O'Rorke
Karen O'Rorke
Kimberly Owens
MaryBeth Parker
Irene Parriski
Hollis Pearson
Jane Pedinoff
Ralph Pellecchia
Marlene Penn
Sherri Pfeffer
Janet Phillips 
Laura Pinto
Rita Polonsky
Julie Potthoff
AnnMarie Potts
Martha Press
Yasmin Qazilbash
Jeanne Radimer
Ellen Radow Sadat
Julianna Rankel 
Neha Rauf
Robert Revelle
Daniel Reynolds
Timory Ridall
Kenneth Ritchey
Sharon Rittenhouse
Michelle Robinson
Melissa Root 
Ingrid Rosario
Susan Rosenkranz
Jeffrey Rozelle
Sara Rukenstein
Patricia Russell
Ashima Saksena
Brooke Samuelian
Bessie Sanders
Martha Sapp
Susan Savoca
Mary Schaeffer
Jackie Schnapp
Mary Schroeder 
Rosa Schuh
Sarah Seaboldt
Amy Searles
Janice Sedes
Lori Seigal
Margaret Seitter
Christopher Shafer
Alyssa Sharkey
Aakash Sharma
Rachna Sharma

Denise Shaughnessy
Robin Shoblock
Chanta Silver
Ronald Simpkins
Wendy Simpson 
Dixie-Ann Sinnette
Colleen Sitzler
Lanie Sjostedt
Erica Smith
Amber Sosa
Kathleen Spivey
Wilma W. Stephenson
Diane Stern
Margaret Sterns
Crete Still
Eileen Stokley
Jami Szafranski
Lydia Tattory
Kathleen Tiernan
Ernest Turner
Albert Varga 
Ann Vershbow
Barbara Vilkomerson
Priya Vimalassery
Susan Vogler
Dianna Waclawski
Renee Walsh
Diane Warfel
Ah'ree Warren 
Carla Watson
James Webre 
Susan Wilczewski
Maria Williamson
Margaret Wilson
Laura Wojcik
Carol Wolkiewicz
Suzanne Woodard
Theresa Wrobel 
Joanna Wuehr
Chiemi York
Hester Young
Gregory Zollner
Mary Zwiebel



 A year of support from existing and new  partners  

Page 7 |2021 Annual Report



Our Generous Donors FY 2020
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Catherine Allen
Aneesh Bakshi
Mary McMahon, Henry Balikov
Gina Balsamo
Debra Beer
Janet Betz
Deena Betze
Jordan Betze
Spencer Betze
Cheryl Biancaniello
Robert & Marlise Bickel
Michael & Beatrice Bloom
Boys Charity Group
Praxi Branford
Stacey Brassell
Warren & Debra Broudy
Meghan Bryant
Kathleen Bucchi
Terri Cardulla
Carolyn J. Phillips Fund
Roberta Cass
Charity Changer
Scott Chasalow
Jose Chavez
Louis Cirucci
Julius Clark
John & Lucinda Cochrane
Anita L. Cohen
Karen Cohen
Matthew & Maria Connolly
Charles & Ruth Conover
Michael Coppins
James & Joanne Cordingley
John & Paula Covello
Magdalen Crawford
Jonathan & Jenny Crumiller
Barbara Cuneo-Kesselhaut
Joel Deitz, Barbara Berko
Tom Del Rossi
Maryjo & Keith Dixon
Donate for Charity Inc.
Felicia Doria
Marsha & Joel Dowshen
Jerome Dropcho
Richard & Joan Druckman

Up to $249
Timothy & Jill Duffy
Kelly Dun
Patricia Dunn
Ed-O Insulation Company
Joanna Edgar
Jack Ethridge
Carolyn Featherston
Melissa Fine
Laura Fitzgerald
Eliot & Marsha Freeman
Dawn Gehrsitz
Romy Gelles
Barbara & Michael Gerwel
Lee & Wendy Girer
Staci Greenberg
Barbara & Fred Greenstein
Christine Greenwood
Andrew Hansen
Alan & Laurie Hardy
Sarah Hatfield
Melissa Heaney
Victoria Hersh-Bruker
Debra & Gerard Hische
Jeanette Hooban
Nina Hoover
Barbara Brizzee & John Hunt
John & Linda Indyk
Instrumental Change LLC
Andrew Jackson
Raymond & Linda Jeanes
Christine Kanarick
Jeanne Katen
Beth Kayros
Phyllis Kepner
Michele Kirk
David & Diane Kniefel
Richard & Carole Kraemer
Cara LaMonte Robinson
Mindy and Corey Langer
Michael & Judy Leopold
Howard & Riva Levy
Jasmine Little
Kevin & Alison Lorenz
Anne Lyon
John & Yvonne MacDonald
Gay & Donald MacQueen
Susan Majcher DeFrancesco

Hemant & Punit Marathe
Bruce Matez
Frank & Martha McDougald
Nancy & John McGinnis
Virginia Mickle
Patricia Mikes
Jennifer Millner
Michael Minoff
Krista Mitchell
Harry Monteith
Rainer Muser
Christine Nast
Leslie & Peyton Neatrour 
Alisha Neville
Frank Odri
William and Terry O'Neil
Hollis Pearson
Danielle Phillips
Albert Piccerilli
Robert & Mary Pickens
J. Dean & Marte Pierson
Caroline & Victor Pisaniello
Rita & Alan Polonsky
Ronnie Ragen
Peter Retzlaff
Daniel Reynolds
Christa Ricker
Sarah Ringer
Kenneth Ritchey
Michelle Santoro
Keith & Martha Sapp
Martin & Noriko Schneiderman
James & Sheila Schnell
Karen Schotland
Ellen Hudes & Michael Schwartz
Marc Schwarzman
Pamela Shafer
Susan Shaffer
Kathryn Shaw
Larry Silverman
Dorothy Simms
Alison Snieckus
Carl & Melinda Sonnenfeld
Robert Stengel
Wilma Stephenson
Carly Stitzer
William Strough

https://crm.bloomerang.co/Constituent/28853/Summary
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Constituent/29405/Summary
https://crm.bloomerang.co/Constituent/29405/Summary


Our Generous Donors FY 2020
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Up to $249 $250 to $999
AmazonSmile Foundation
Rachelle Bin
Roger & Linda Cholewiak
Melanie & John Clarke
Veronica Coyle
Tom Cunniff & Linda Thurston
Robert & Virginia Diaz
Arielle DiGiacomo
Nicola Dolin
Thomas Edkins
Janine Edwards
Kelli Fishbein
Lauren Flounders
Bernard Flynn
Fox Rothschild
Andrew & Carol Golden
Gregory & Norma Grimaldi
Elizabeth Hampton
Lorraine Hand
Harold Heft
Michael Hollander
Honey Perkins Family Foundation
Kerstetter Law LLC
Barbara Ann Krouzecky
Elizabeth Ann Lane
David Levy
Matteo Family Charitable Fund
Eileen & Francis McCarthy
James & Kim Millar
Vanessa Murray
Aaron Nelson
P.E.O. Sisterhood Chapter AE
Lise & Stephen Pacala
Digesh & Sonal Patel
Janet Pressel
Mary Rapoport
Kathleen Russo
Deborah Sands Gartenberg
Mark Schlawin

Christine Shaw
Holly Siederer
Marty Siederer
Dixie-Ann Sinnette
Marge Smith
Ken Stanzione
Joel & Karen Steinberg
Diane Strauss
Tri State Human Resource Management
Universal Display Corporation
Roseann Vanella
Albert Varga
Michael & Angela Weaver
John & Louise Wellemeyer
Martha & James Wickenden
David Wittenberg
Arlene Wittenborn
Theresa Wrobel
Chiemi York

Carol Talbot
The Good Coin Foundation
Gwendolyn Tiller
Janis Todd
Mary Cay Trace
Mauri Tyler
David & Barbara Vilkomerson
Laura Wall
Becky Warren
Mary & Gary Wells
Virginia Mason & Robert Willig
Margaret Wilson
John Yates
Susan Zief



Our Generous Donors FY 2020
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$1,000 to $4,999

Holly & Christopher Anhut
Dow Foundation
Mathematica Policy Research
WSFS Community Foundation

Jeffrey Albert
Zarin Alizade
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.
Charles R. Beitz & Ann R Vershbow Fund
David Mathey Fund
James Finn
Thomas & Evan Heitzman
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Lawrence Township Community Foundation
Marlaine Lockheed
Duncan & Nancy MacMillan
Jane Massi
Carole B. Moore
Robins Family Fund
Michael Kelly & Alison Saifer Donor Fund
Abraham Silverman
Richard & Andrea Stine
The Schaeder / Batterman Family Fund
United Way - Greater Mercer County
Wells Fargo
Patrizia Zita
Greg & Paula Zollner

$10,000 to $24,999
Church & Dwight
George H. & Estelle M. Sands Foundation
Holman Automotive Group, Inc.
Janssen Pharmaceutica
New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance
The David Earling & Maria Nicolo Fund

$5,000 to $9,999

$25,000 and Above
CompuScore
Princeton Area Community Foundation's
Fund For Women and Girls
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Aldo and Debbi Roldan

CASA of Mercer and Burlington Counties is also deeply grateful for contributions from individuals
and organizations (including many longtime supporters of our work) who wish to remain
anonymous.
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Key Figures
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You Can Be a Champion
for a Child!

To sign up for an information

session or learn more about

volunteering for CASA,

please visit

www.CASAMB.org

CASA of Mercer and Burlington Counties

1450 Parkside Avenue

Suite 22

Ewing, NJ  08638

Revenue

Expenses

@CASAMercerBurlington @CASA_MercerBurl

@CASA_MercerBurlCASA for Children of Mercer 
and Burlington Counties

Corporate/Foundation: $135,900

Government: $806,419

Individuals: $118,826

Special Events: $56,850

Contributed Services: $275,597

Program Services: $1,000,574

Management: $126,239

Development: $43,295


