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COVID-19 has been tough for all of us, but it's been even tougher for the children we serve
-- those who have been removed from their homes due to abuse and/or neglect.
Throughout this year, however, the volunteer advocates, donors, supporters, board and
staff of CASA of Mercer and Burlington have been steadfast.

Through it all, together we continued to advance CASA’s vital mission. And despite the
challenges that Covid and the sudden shutdown brought, we:

e supported children who suddenly needed to do schoolwork online but lacked the
ability to do so, by providing tablets and laptops.

e started a “virtual book club” for our Advocates, providing the opportunity to meet their
required training hours while connecting with their peers.

e quickly adapted our recruitment and training efforts to an online format and continued
to train new volunteers. Working closely with the court system, we arranged for new
volunteers to be sworn-in virtually.

e worked closely with the Mercer and Burlington Courts, and the Division of Child
Protection & Permanency (DCP&P), on case assignments to ensure we serve as many
children as possible.

Our Advocates worked so hard this year under very difficult circumstances. They are what
CASA is all about. And your generosity makes it all possible. Thank you for being there in
these tough times and ensuring that CASA's important work continues.

Sincerely,
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Laura Wall,
Executive Director



Interview With CASA Advocate
Carole Moore

1) Why did you decide to become a
CASA Advocate?

While serving on the board of an organization that
gives grants to local and state non-profits, | first
heard about CASA. | was immediately taken when |
read the description: "A CASA serves as the eyes
and ears of the court and often acts as the arms
and legs of an overworked child protective system.
From helping siblings find permanent homes
together, to helping a child access needed services,
to uncovering information that helps reunite a
loving family, volunteer advocates make an i
incredible difference to the lives of abused and
neglected children." It grabbed me. This was
something | wanted to do. This was something |
needed to do.
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Hmmm,
1 should check out

CASA....
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2) What's been the most rewarding part of the experience?

One of the most rewarding parts of being a CASA is making a personal connection with a
child. This does not happen immediately. It takes time. Sometimes it takes a lot of time, and
a lot of patience. CASA children often have many adults who they see while in foster care.
And sometimes their caseworkers or therapists change. Letting the child know that your
role as a CASA is "to be there for them" is huge. CASA volunteers make a difference to a
child by listening and not judging, by being consistent in their visits, by being honest in their
interactions -- through this, you develop a trusting relationship. And when their eyes
brighten when they see you or when they give you a little wave in school, it's very
rewarding.

(continued on next page)



Interview With CASA Advocate
Carole Moore

(continued from page 4)

| think that one of my most successful
moments I've had was getting an IEP for a
child who was struggling and failing in school.
Getting to the point where this child was
placed in a learning environment that
addressed his needs took almost two years
of persistent requests, phone calls, emails,
and meetings. | meant a lot to know that as
his CASA Advocate, | had facilitated his
educational path forward.

3) Are there challenges?

The road to reconciliation (with a child’s birth
family) or adoption has many twists and
turns and can be very long and drawn out. A
CASA's work is to provide services in a
sometimes very imperfect system.

4) What advice would you
offer to someone
considering becoming an
Advocate?

Involvement in CASA has provided
me the opportunity to share my
time, talents, and concerns for the
most vulnerable in our society --
children who have suffered abuse
and neglect. What must children feel
when taken from their homes and
placed with foster parents?

To advocate for a child's needs when
they are the most vulnerable and
confused, can make a real and
lasting difference in their lives. This
work is important. It is necessary. All
children deserve to be in a safe and
nurturing, permanent home.



CASA
STORIES

Meet LeAnne

When her CASA Advocate first met LeAnne, the little girl was in a class for children
with behavior and educational issues - and she was struggling.

LeAnne's Advocate worked very closely with her school securing important
educational services. The school even agreed to try the little girl in a "regular" class
for a short while and it went well. Slowly but surely LeAnne moved to "regular
class" full time.

Even though LeAnne changed foster homes several more times, her schoolwork
stayed consistent. She continues to receive educational support - and the caring
consistency provided by her CASA Advocate.

LeAnne's story had a happy ending -- she was adopted this fall, and her CASA
Advocate attended the (due to Covid, virtual) ceremony.

This year, as the pandemic closed schools, the danger of children falling behind
was very real. But CASA was there advocating for educational services, providing
hands-on support, including computers, to do school work and much more.



Our Extraordinary Advocates FY 2020

Nia Abuwi

Jeffrey Albert
Nicole Amar
Jeanne Andersen
Debra Anderson
Chris Anhut
Debra Aniano
Christine Antonelli
Iclal Atay

Aneesh Bakshi
Regina Balsamo
Christine Barranco
Daisy Barreto
William Bastedo
Anthony Baxter
Michele Ben-Asher
Marlyn Bennett
Mary Berridge
Janet Betz
Delores Beverly
Linda Blackburn
Erika Boots
Denise Borday Parris
Michelle Boss
Susan Brennan
Robin Bryant
Patricia Butler
Kathleen Byers
Christina Byrne
Susan Carlson
David Carroll
Susan Carson

Lisa Casiano

Tom Casola

Lisa Cereste
Angel Chicaiza
Roxanna Choe
Farrah Chu
Nahrie Chung
Julius Clark

Kyoko Coco

Janet Cocozza

Kari Comly

JoAnn Cooper Harris
Kathleen Coppins
Beth Curtiss
Helena David
Kimberly Davidson
Elaine Davis

Eric Davis

Gina DeGrandis

Jo Ann Del Sardo
Shanere Deloach
Jennifer Deming

Joann DeRosa-Sanderson

Rebecca Doolittle
Peter Doyle

Kelly Dun

Patricia Dunn-Jones
Alois Duperrier
Georgia Dupuis
Tammy Dwyer
Amy Dwyer-Tierney
David Earling

Alice Eckel

Joanna Edgar

Mark Ellis

Denise Falnes
Patricia Farrell
Carolyn Featherson
Alejandra Feliciano
Lisa Ferguson
Brenda Fischer
Sarah Fletcher
Melanie Foster
Marla Freid
Elizabeth Friedman
Martha Friedman
Joyce Gallagher
Stacey Gatlin
Wendy Girer
William Goodwin
Cheryl Gordon
Miriam Greene-James
William Griffith
Gregory Grimaldi
Yvonne Grinnell
Michele Groody
Joanne Gusweiler
Kaleigh Haar

Chris Hackshaw
Merodie Hancock
Ann Hannon
Adriana Hansen
Susan Hansen
Charles Hardy
Gloria Harrigan
Clifford Harris
Clotilde Harris

Coty Hay

Paula Hearle
Victoria Hersh-Bruker
Carol Herts

Mary Hibbs

Shara Hofing
Keith Hofmann
William Hogan
Michael Hollander
Jean Hoover

Flora Horvath
Laurie Hosie
Cynthia Hunter
Chavonne Hurdle
Behroze Jaikaria
Simone Jarvis
Debra Johnson
Andrea Kane
Shailaja Kasinadhuni
Debra Keeney
Phyllis Kepner
Mary Kerstetter
Katharin Kiefer
Courtney Kinloch
Regina Kneib
Elaine Kokotajlo
Catherine Kolator
Mary Kowlessar
Colleen Kraun
Dina Kugel

Susan LaPooh
Sarah Legins
Penny Lehman
Erica Lehneis
Debbie Lepo

Lois Levey

Judy Levy
Amanda Lewis
Maria Licciardello
Barbara Lightfoot
Christine Livingston
Judy Loeb

Miguel Lopez
Regina Lordan
John Lutz

Anne Lyon

Lisa Mainor
Jennifer Manna
Deborah Markinsky
Martha McDougald
James McGinn
Mary McMahon
Elaine Monticollo
Denise Moorhouse
James Morgan
Miryah Morris
Thomas Morton

Karol Moss
Katherine Mullin
Catherine O'Rorke
Karen O'Rorke
Kimberly Owens
Pamela Paul-McNeill
Jane Pedinoff
Cynthia Pekarick
Ralph Pellecchia
Sherri Pfeffer

Rita Polonsky
Julie Potthoff
Martha Press
Yasmin Qazilbash
Jeanne Radimer
Ellen Radow Sadat
Patricia Rafferty
Neha Rauf

Daniel Reynolds
Mary Rhodes
Vanessa Richardson
Timory Ridall
Sharon Rittenhouse
Michelle Robinson
Ingrid Rosario
Susan Rosenkranz
Jeffrey Rozelle
Patricia Russell
Ashima Saksena
Mary Schaeffer
Jackie Schnapp
Rosa Schuh
Wendy Schutzer
Sarah Seaboldt
Amy Searles

Lori Seigal
Christopher Shafer
Aakash Sharma
Rachna Sharma
Robin Shoblock
Chanta Silver
Colleen Sitzler
Lanie Sjostedt
Jeffrey Soan

Erica Smith
Amber Sosa
Kathleen Spivey

Wilma W. Stephenson

Margaret Sterns
Crete Still

Eileen Stokley
William Strough, Sr.
Jami Szafranski

Kelly Thewes
Kathleen Tiernan
Carole Townsend
Ernest Turner
Ann Vershbow
Laura Vetere
Krystal Vigliano
Barbara Vilkomerson
Priya Vimalassery
Susan Vogler
Diane Warfel
Steven Warner
Carla Watson
Jamie Weiss
Susan Wilczewski
Eloise Wilson
Margaret Wilson
Laura Wojcik
Carol Wolkiewicz
Suzanne Woodard
Theresa Wrobel
Renee Yoos
Gregory Zollner
Mary Zwiebel

PEER COACHES
Marlise Bickel
Audrey Camel
Heather Casparro
Alex Chandler
Sandra Cohen
Carole Kraemer
Linda Jeanes
Deborah Marinsky
Mark McDevitt
Carole Moore
Terry O'Neil

Hollis Pearson
Kenneth Ritchey
Bessie Sanders
Wendy Simpson
Albert Varga
Renee Walsh
Joanna Wuehr



Our Generous Donors FY 2020

Up to $249

Jill Albanese
African American Chamber
of Commerce of NJ
Farida and Shoukat Ali
Jen Anderson
Christopher
and Holly Anhut
Anonymous Donor
Alison Barger
Kyle and Nancy Barich
Alexandra Bartfield
Debra Beer
Barbara Berko
and Joel Deitz
Margaret and Mark
Beissinger
Akira Bell
Dan and Michele Ben-Asher
Francesca Benson
Jillian Berk
Zachary Boger
Danielle Brant
Susan Brennan
Lauren Brigham
Bristol-Myers
Squibb Foundation
Joan and Rex Brodie
Debra and Warren Broudy
Jocelyn Burchfield
Burlington County
Bar Foundation
Hyla and Sandor Caplan
Patricia Casey
Center for Family
Guidance, PC
A. & R. Chanson
The Law Offices of Charny,
Karpousis, Altieri &
Donoian, P.A
Valerie Cheh
Alyssa Cirucci
Louis Cirucci
Julius Clark

John and Lucinda Cochrane
Anita L. Cohen
Thomas Colitsas
Barbara Collette
Charles and Ruth Conover
John and Paula Covello
Mason Crane-Bolton
Brenda Crawford
Magdalen Crawford
Maryann Cummiskey
Barbara Cuneo
Thomas Cunniff

and Linda Thurston
Davis Enterprises
Patricia Deeney

Jill Dell'Aquilo
Delorenzo, Bradley
& Banfe, LLC

Joann DeRosa-Sanderson

Elizabeth Descoteau

Alana DiGiacomo

Anthony and Laura Ditullio

Niki Dolin

Gail Donner

Susan Donovan

Joseph Doria

Joel and Marsha Dowshen

Jerome Dropcho

Joan and Richard Druckman

Jilland Timothy Duffy

Kelly Dun

Denise Dunn

Patricia Dunn

Ed-O Insulation
Company, Inc.

Kalea Edmundo

Irina Elgart

EP Henry

C.K. and G.E. Escher

Jeanne and Michael Evans

Peter and Shaness Farrell

Jill Feldman

Stacie Feldman

Laura Fitzgerald

Barbara Flacker

Lauren Flounders

Claire Fowler

Mara Franceschi

Eliot and Marsha Freeman

Elizabeth and Louis Garlatti

Romy Gelles

Cindy George

Mark Gernhartt

Barbara and Michael
Gerwel

Lee and Wendy Girer

Suraj Girotra

Karen and Philip Glick

Clare Glikas

John Gosline

Barbara and Fred
Greenstein

Gregory and Norma
Grimaldi

Jennifer Hall

Kathryn Hampton

Susan Hansen

Beverly and Daniel Harman

Heidi Harrington

Courtnei Harris

Feride Hatiboglu

HBK Valuation Group, LLC

Melissa Heaney

Wendy Herbert

Mariesa Herrmann

Sheila Hoag

Jeanette Hooban

Mike Huelsenbeck

Linda Hughes

Anne Baxter Humes

Joan laconelli

John and Linda Indyk

Sharnik Ingram

JA

Andrew Jackson
and Lillian Rankel

Linda and Raymond Jeanes

Joanna Jenkins

Rhiannon Jones

Wendy Josephs

Leon and Roberta Kaplan

Jeanne Katen

Jaime Kausch

Beth Kayros

Annalee Kelly

Barbara Kent-Smith

Elliot Krauss

Nancy Kuhn

Anne Labate

Karen and Paul Lalli

Betsy Lane

Judy and Michael Leopold

Howard and Riva Levy

Judy Levy

Liberty Mutual

Kay LiCausi

Susan Lindeboom

Frank and Maureen Llort

Michelle Lore

Joyce Greenberg Lott

John Lutz

John and Yvonne
MacDonald

Donald and Gay MacQueen

Connie Mantilla

Louisa Marini-Pelkey

Maritza Martin-Wildgoose

Geniva and William Martin

Wendy Matthew

Cassandra McClellan

Bruce and Monica
McClintock

Frank and Martha
McDougald

Mary McMahon

Russell McTague

Gordon and Sharon Mizels

Lois Mount

Robert and Theresa
Mulvihill

Rainer Muser



Our Generous Donors FY 2020

Up to $249

G. Peyton

and Leslie Ann Neatrour
Bill and Meg Newsome
NJEA-Region 29
Janice and Vincent Noonan
Dawn Novak
Timothy Novak
Terry and William O'Neil
Frank Odri
Bernadine Olear
Jennie and Scott Owens
Stephen Paneyko
Nehal Patel
PD Jones and Associates
Hollis Pearson
Jane Pedinoff
Pennington Presbyterian

Church
Elaine Anderson Phillips
Albert Piccerilli
J. Dean and Marte Pierson
Amy Pinto
Alan and Rita Polonsky
Martha Press
Prudential
Real Possibilities
Mary Ann Reale
Philip Renda
Peter Retzlaff
Daniel Reynolds
Mike Richmond
Barbara and John Ricketti
Sarah Ringer
Kathleen Robertson
Nancy Robins
Shauna Robinson
Grace Roemer
Paul and Sheri Rosen
Linda Rosenberg
Karen Rubinson
Jeff Russo
Florence and Michael Ryan
Stephanie Rykaczewski
B. and J.W. Sanders
Ernest and Linda Scatton

Mark Schlawin
James and Sheila Schnell
Karen Schotland
Ellen Hudes Schwartz
and Michael Schwartz
Marc Schwarzman
Jaclyn Seader
Pamela Shafer
Susan Shaffer
Kevin and Mary Sheehy
Rosalind Silberman
Larry Silverman
Dorothy Simms
Marge Smith
David and Marjorie Smith
Michael and Susan Smith
Alison Snieckus
Carl and Melinda
Sonnenfeld
Geraldine Stachelski
Nancy Stempin
Constance and
Henry Stober
Stop & Shop
Jessica Stott
Monigue Stovall
Xiaofan Sun
Gary and Gertrude Sykes
Carol Talbot
Erin Taylor
Terence P. Brophy, Inc.
Janis Todd
Mauri Tyler
Stacey Udell
Carl Van Dyke
and Louisa Ho
Joseph and Karen Vanella
The Vicious Cycle
Larry Vittoriano
Jacquelin Vlahos
Becky Warren

Kyle Warren
Dennis and Laura Waters
Gary and Mary Wells
Sharon White
Adriana Wilkins
Robert Willig
and Virginia Mason
Gerard and Germaine
Winslow
Sheri Woodruff
Joanna Wuehr
Susan Zief
Diana Zita

$250 to $999

Allen Associates

AmazonSmile Foundation

American Asphalt Company

Anonymous Donor

Jodi Berman

Deena Betze

Marlise and Robert Bickel

Anthony Capozzoli

Carolyn J. Phillips Fund

Charity Changer

Linda and Roger Cholewiak

Nancy Colitsas

Cora Capital Advisors, LLC

Jenny and Jonathan
Crumiller

Robert and Virginia Diaz

Arielle DiGiacomo

Danielle Esser

James Finn

Kelli Fishbein

Gabel Associates, Inc.

Herbert and Sonia
Greenberg

Robyn Greenberg

Melody Gretz

Louis Guzzo

Elizabeth Hampton

Hardenbergh Insurance
Group, Inc.
Gary and Shara Hofing
Michael Hollander
Honey Perkins Family
Foundation
Anthony and Kathleen
Klockenbrink
Carole and Richard Kraemer
Elizabeth Ann Lane
Allison Lassin
Marie Lihotz
Jasmine Little
Matteo Family
Charitable Fund
Eileen and Francis McCarthy
Susan McKeon Paterson
James and Kim Millar
Aaron Nelson
Northfield Bank Foundation
Lise and Stephen Pacala
Digesh and Sonal Patel
James and Nancy Pollock
Princeton Strategic
Communications Group
Robins Family Fund
of Princeton Area
Community Foundation
Kathleen Russo
Michael Saccomanno
Christine Shaw
Karen and Todd Simpson
Karen Leigh Spears
Joel and Karen Steinberg
Tri State Human Resource
Management
Barbara and David
Vilkomerson
Susan Wilson
Arlene Wittenborn
Theresa Wrobel
Greg and Paula Zollner



Our Generous Donors FY 2020

$1,000 to $4,999

Jeffrey Albert
Archer & Greiner, P.C.
John and Linda Bergen
Borger Matez, P.A.
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.
Leonard Brodsky
Veronica Coyle
David Mathey Fund
Ellis Family Foundation
David Earling
and Maria Nicolo
Patty Fecich
Fox Rothschild
Fusion Employer Services
William Gelernt
Evan and Thomas Heitzman
Investors Foundation
Michael J. Kelly
Duncan and Nancy
MacMillan
Marsh & MclLennan
Companies
Jane Massi
Mercadien
Carole B. Moore
NRG Energy, Inc.
Jeremiah Phillips
Princeton Area Junior
Women's Club
Roma Bank Community
Foundation, Inc.
Abraham Silverman
Stark & Stark
Attorneys at Law
Andrea and Richard Stine
The Schaeder/Batterman
Family Fund
Roseann Vanella
and Carmela DeNicola
Ann Vershbow

Laura Wall
Weinberg, Kaplan
& Smith, P.A.
James and Martha
Wickenden
Dave Wittenberg
Patrizia Zita

$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous Donor
The David Earling
& Maria Nicolo Fund
Dow Foundation
Harold Kramer Foundation
Lawrence Township
Community Foundation
The MacMillan Family
Foundation
Mathematica Policy
Research

$10,000 to $24,999

BlackRock Inc.

Church & Dwight

Conner Strong & Buckelew

ETS Cares

Holman Automotive
Group, Inc.

Janssen Pharmaceutical

New Jersey Manufacturers
Insurance

Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation President's
Grant Fund

Aldo and Debbi Roldan

$25,000 and Above

Fund for Women and Girls
Princeton Area Community
Foundation

CASA of Mercer and Burlington
Counties is also deeply grateful
for contributions from individuals
and organizations (including
many long-time supporters of our
work) who wish to remain
anonymous.



Key Figures

2,705

HOURS OF TRAINING
PROVIDED TO
POTENTIAL
VOLUNTEERS

NEW_ ADVOCATES
SWORN IN

10,430

HOURS OF
VOLUNTEER SERVICE
TO OUR CHILDREN

39

CASA CHILDREN
ADOPTED

43,786
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Revenue

Corporate/Foundation: $129,500

Government: $641,684
Individuals: $85,733
Special Events: $82,877
Contributed Services: $329,367

Expenses

Program Services: $1,113,743
Management: $119,489
Development: $83,497

You Can Be a Champion

for a Child!

To sign up for an information

C A S A session or learn more about

Court Appointed Special Advocates volunteering for CASA,
FOR CHILDREN please visit

www.CASAMB.org

MERCER BURLINGTON

CASA for Children of Mercer @CASA_MercerBurl CASA of Mercer and Burlington Counties
and Burlington Counties 0 1450 Parkside Avenue

Suite 22
“ @CASAMercerBurlington ¥ @CASA_MercerBurl Ewing, NJ 08638



