Activities for Week 1


Activity 1.1: Introductions
Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 1.1: Introductions, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 1: Take a few minutes to post the following information about yourself so that your fellow volunteers-in-training can get to know a little more about you:
· Your name

· Town/city where you grew up

· A sentence or two about why you chose to become a CASA/GAL volunteer

· One or two expectations you have as you head into this training

· One thing you'd like your fellow volunteers-in-training to know about you

Part 2: During this training, it will be important for you not only to post your thoughts and responses to certain topics and questions, but also to engage your fellow volunteers-in-training in discussion online. To grow more comfortable in this process, read through the introductory postings of your classmates. Ask a question (perhaps you want to know more about that person’s hometown) or make a comment (perhaps you are from the same hometown as a classmate) on at least two other classmates’ postings.
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Activity 1.2: Exploring the Impact of CASA/GAL Volunteers
Part 1: Throughout the course of this training, you will be introduced to content related to child welfare and then asked to apply what you’ve learned in a practice setting so that you have a better understanding of when and how this content will be useful to you as you prepare to take your first case. The first practice case you will work on during training involves the Bleux family. Download the initial case file online by clicking on the link below and read the information provided. You will return to this case during the in-person portion of this session, so it’s important that you are familiar with these materials.

Bleux Case File
Part 2: This video gives a broad overview of the difference that a CASA/GAL volunteer can make in a child’s life. As you watch the video, think about the various elements you read in the Bleux case file.  

Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 1.2: (Part 3) Making a Difference in the Bleux Case, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 3: After watching the video (Activity 1.2 (Part 2) Making a Lifelong Difference), consider how you might go about making a difference if you were assigned as the CASA/GAL volunteer for the Bleux case. Post your thoughts in the online forum. 
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Activity 1.3: The CASA/GAL Volunteer Role in Action 
Review the CASA/GAL Volunteer Code of Conduct and functions of a volunteer located in the Local Resources folder on the left menu.  This provides a good opportunity for you to self-screen, and decide if you want to assume the responsibilities of a volunteer. Being a CASA/ GAL volunteer is not a good match for everyone.  

Part 1: Click on the link here to learn about the four essential roles of a CASA/GAL volunteer. 

Part 2: As you watch any of the youth videos from the Powerful Voices: Stories by Foster Youth series, be mindful that these videos were a collaboration between National CASA and the Center for Digital Storytelling. These stories are the creation of the storytellers. National CASA cannot edit or censor how the youth describe their relationships to their CASA/GAL volunteers. In some cases, these stories may include descriptions of actions by the volunteer that are prohibited in your particular program. Each state has different rules about interacting with children. 

In John's story, you will discover how a CASA/GAL Volunteer impacted John's life.  As you watch the video, consider:

· Who provides support for John?

· What role does John’s CASA/GAL volunteer play in his life?

· If you were John’s CASA/GAL volunteer, is there anything you might do differently?

Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 1.3: (Parts 3 & 4) Reaction to John's Story, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 3: Review the CASA/GAL volunteer job description and code of conduct that the facilitator provided. Then take a few moments to reflect on "John’s Story" and the four key roles of a CASA/GAL volunteer that you read about in Part 1. Post your responses to the following questions:

· Who provides support for John?

· What role does John’s CASA/GAL volunteer play in his life?

· If you were John’s CASA/GAL volunteer, is there anything you might do differently?

Part 4: Ask a question or make a comment on at least two other classmates’ postings.

Remember: When you're commenting on others’ posts, you may decide to empathize with, build upon or ask questions about someone else's thoughts or ideas. However, when engaging your fellow classmates online, be sure that you're approaching the online discussion from a place of genuine curiosity and desire to learn. This is not a forum in which it is acceptable to attempt to impose your values on others. Also keep in mind that when communicating online, body language and other nonverbal cues may get lost. Be sure to think about how attempts at humor or the tone/language you use may be interpreted or misinterpreted through this means of communication.
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Activity 1.4: History of Child Welfare Law
Part 1: Click here to open the presentation and watch the short audio slideshow about the historical context of the treatment of children and the first documented case of child abuse in the United States.

Part 2: Read the following overview of how the child welfare system works in the United States. Then choose one of the laws and post a three- or four-sentence summary of how that law may impact your work as a CASA/GAL volunteer. In formulating your post, you may choose to use only the information provided in this manual or you may choose to do additional research on your own (speaking with CASA/GAL program staff, looking up additional information online, etc.). 

Child Welfare Laws
Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 1.4: (Parts 3 & 4) An Introduction to Child Welfare Laws, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 3: Choose one of the laws you read and post a three or four sentence summary of how that law may impact your work as a CASA/GAL volunteer. In formulating your post, you may choose to use only the information provided in this manual or you may choose to do additional research on your own (speaking with CASA/GAL program staff, looking up additional information online, etc.).

Part 4: Read the information about your state child abuse and neglect statutes provided by the facilitator in the folder on the left called Local Resources.
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Activity 1.5: A Child’s Journey Through the Child Welfare System 
Part 1: Click here to open Part 1 of Activity 1.5 to watch an slideshow that introduces current information about child welfare in the United States and features a brief summary of the concepts of best interest and minimum sufficient level of care.

Click here to open a Flowchart for A Child's Journey Through the Child Welfare System. 

Part 2: Click here to open Part 2 of Activity 1.5 to learn about the child welfare system through the eyes of a child caught up in the system. Then read the information provided by the facilitator that outlines the court process in your area (in Local Resources), including the hearings that occur at various points through the course of a dependency case. 

Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 1.5: (Part 3) Reflections on Child Welfare, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 3: On the discussion forum labeled Activity 1.5 (Part 3), post one word or phrase to describe how you feel after taking a short “tour” of the child welfare system. 
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Activity 1.6:  The Best Interest Principle 
Part 1: Judges use the “best interest of the child” standard when making their decisions in child abuse and neglect cases. Parents typically are their children’s best advocates. 

The child protection system intervenes in families’ lives when parents cannot or will not protect, promote and provide for their children’s basic needs. A CASA/GAL volunteer becomes the advocate when the parents cannot fulfill this role. 

Read the link below:

Current Review of Federal and State Definitions of the Best Interest of the Child Standard
In cases where the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) applies, the law presumes that it is always in the best interest of an Indian child* to have the tribe determine what is best for the child’s future.*This curriculum uses the terms “Indian child” and “Indian custodian” in accordance with the legal definitions set out in the Indian Child Welfare Act.
Read the link below:

Minimum Sufficient Level of Care (MSL)
Please locate the discussion forum labeled Activity 1.6: (Part 2) MSL, you can find this in the Navigation Menu on the left side of your screen.
Part 2: After reading the Minimum Sufficient Level of Care, what do you think children really need?  What issues should be considered in determining whether a parent can provide MSL of care?  How do you think MSL standards benefit children?   Imagine there was someone out there who could give YOUR children a better home, a better school, better clothes, etc... why would it be important that your children stay with you? On the discussion forum labeled Activity 1.6 (Part 2) post your reflection.
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Activity 1.7: Introduction to the Court Report
The CASA/GAL volunteer court report is the most essential aspect of your work as a CASA/GAL volunteer. Below, you will learn the importance of a court report and get helpful tips.

Importance of a Court Report and Helpful Tips
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